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appointed, with directions to proceed according
to the bill/

It is important to remember that these
measures were undertaken in the year of a
Presidential election, Lincoln and his opponents
and supporters were all fully aware of the im-
plications of their actions* Lincoln's opponents
could hope to discredit him in his party as luke-
warm against slavery and as usurping the power
of Congress. They could go further and insin-
uate that Lincoln's willingness to recognise state -
governments established by a mere 10 per cent,
of the people of the state was intended to ensure
that he could obtain the Presidential votes of
that state in the coming election. The recon-
structed governments would be his creation and
his pawns. Wade and Davis did not hesitate to
make this charge in a manifesto issued on
August 5, 1864, in the New York Tribune.
'The President/ they said, 'by preventing this
bill from becoming a law, holds the electoral
votes of the rebel states at the dictation of his
personal ambition/ But in the outcome these
charges failed to defeat Lincoln.

As it turned out, no states chose to come into
the Union under the procedure proposed in the
Wade-Davis Bill. Lincoln had continued,
throughout the controversy, to encourage the
reconstruction of Louisiana, Arkansas, Ten-
nessee and Virginia upon the principles which
he had adopted and had formulated in his pro-
266